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Blessed New Year! 

 

Read Psalm 16. “In your presence there is fullness of joy, in your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11) 

 

 “Happy New Year!” is the greeting that typically rings out when the clock hands touch 

midnight on December 31.                                                                                                            

 

Unfortunately, the happiness we wish one another often tends to be elusive.  I once 

asked a relative of mine if he was happy; and her response was, “I’m on the way.”  Most 

of us would agree with that: we’re on the way, but haven’t arrived. Interestingly, the 

Declaration of Independence promises us, not happiness itself, but “the pursuit of 

happiness”.  And sometimes happiness runs really fast, and we feel continually out there 

chasing happiness.                        

 

Ultimately, the only genuine happiness is found in God. “In your presence there is 

fullness of joy, in your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11)  
 

God made us in His own image, so that we can live in His friendship and fellowship 

forever.  The Christian happiness is well expressed in the great prayer of St. Augustine: 

“Thou hast made us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless till they rest in Thee.”  True 

happiness comes when God touches us and makes us His own.  The question is why is it 

that many people today tend to be unhappy?  On the surface, there seems to be no 

reason for unhappiness: we have more conveniences and affluence in our country than 

at any other time in history.  Yet there is a discontent, maybe because of expectations 

for the future which fade away. For us believers, our hope for the future doesn’t fade.  

Because our hope ultimately doesn’t mean dreaming of more things, it means moving 

toward the wonderful future that God has planned for us. A future of walking with God 

every day in this life, and living with Him forever in eternity.   As 2017 dawns near, we 

rejoice in God’s promise:  “I have plans for you...to give you a future and a hope” 

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

Christians can also take comfort in one of the most beloved verses in the Bible: “We 

know that in everything God works for good with those who love Him, who are called 

according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).  God can bring a blessing out of our life's 

situation. The Christian message gives our lives a deep sense of purpose: to live with 

God in a relationship of love in this life and the next.  The love of Jesus gives our lives' 

value: we are worth so much to Him that He shed His precious blood for us!  The 

meaning of our lives is filled with God's grace, when we think upon “the Son of God 

who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

 

A “Happy New Year” does not consist in more possessions, more prosperity, and more 

choices.  These things can bring discontents of their own.  No, a “happy new year” is 

one in which we draw near to God who in Christ has drawn near to us.  A happy New 

Year is one in which we keep our eyes focused upon Jesus Christ, who loves us, who 

died for us, who lives to pour God’s joy into our lives.   
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Christ United Methodist Church  

1430 Homestead Rd N, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936     (239) 369-1433 
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Our Vision is to invite all 

people to follow  

Jesus Christ,  

build them up into  

his body and image, 

and send them  

out to serve. 
 

http://www.christumclehigh.org/
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If your new year’s resolution is to read 

your Bible daily and/or pray daily, 

then you will enjoy reading this book, 

“The Daniel Prayer”.  Anne Graham 

Lotz explains how, when and why 

Daniel prayed and the outcome of 

those prayers. She explains how to 

make God the center of each day 

despite our busy lives. 

A close relationship with God is our happiness. May you truly have a happy new year!  And even better a Blessed New 

Year, walking closer with God.   

 

Remember that God loves you and so do I!  

 Pastor Lia Willetts 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In the hospital:  
 

In rehabilitation:  Jeanne Cantrell 

 

In hospice:  
 

In nursing homes or homebound: Mary Armstrong, Drema Brooks, Evelyn Canning,  Frank Guntly, Ray and Hallie 

Jerome,  Libby Jones,  Nelly Kuiper, Mary Ellen Norton and Norma Viera 

 

Christian Sympathy to: 
 

Please notify the church office when you are hospitalized, moved to another facility or go home so that we may visit and 

pray with you at the correct location. 
 

 

NOTES FROM MEMBERS AND ABOUT MEMBERS 

 

Nelly Kuiper is no longer staying at Lamplighter in Fort Myers.  Please let us know if you have a new address for her or 
contact information for her children. 
 
Thank you, Bess Ellen Fawcett, for sharing bulletins from Geneva United Methodist Church and Miami Valley Church. 
 
 
NEW MEMBERS                                                                                          UPDATES ON MEMBERS 
Jeannette Flores Richard & Melissa Gonzalez 

Raul Martinez 510 Cleveland Ave 
Dominique Pearyer Lehigh Acres, FL 33972-4121 
Malik Pearyer  

Aaron Rapoza   

Kaylie Rapoza 
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December  Anniversaries  
Esperanza Victores &  
Yurisander Perez  12/1/2014 
Miguel & Magnolia Cordon 12/3/1984 
Michael & Laraine Bristol 12/15    
Bruce & Barbara Hyman 12/19/1987 
Owen & Joyce Parkes 12/19   
Gary & Theresa Darpino 12/20/2010 
Sylvia & Leonard Morgan 12/23     
Antonio & Nora Berrios 12/29   

 
December  Birthdays  

1 Rachel  MacKenzie 
2 Amari Maloy 
3 Linda Rogers 
3 Sara Etter 
4 Earl Hart 
4 Marjorie Black 
6 Ashley Haines 
6 Jeanne Cantrell 
8 Barbara Jean Rose 
10 Ileana Chang 
10 Loida Chang 
10 Vanessa Rodriguez 
14 Holly Rogers 
15 Patty Long 
20 Margarita Wolfson 
21 Angelina  MacKenzie 
21 Leroy Stewart 
21 Vera Rolling 
23 Deanna Blauer 
23 Lucille Grueninger 
27 John Chiviges 
30 Daisy Arthurs 
30 Teresa Stowers 
 
 
 

If your date is missing it is because we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
office. 

  Sunday Fellowship Time Flower Ministry 
 

1/1/17 Need a sponsor Marilyn Farag 

1/8/17 Need a sponsor Jorja McConahay & Jan Oyer 

1/15/17 Need a sponsor Daphne Forrester & Sylvia Tross 

1/22/17 Need a sponsor Edie Rogers & Lucille Grueninger 

1/29/17 Need a sponsor Dan & Carol Larimer 

 

    

January Anniversaries 
 

Siggi Ross & JoAnn Landes-Ross 1/12/2002 
Wallace & Dianna Carpenter 1/23/1970 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 

1 Charles Dittmar, Jr. 
1 Gloria Sanborn 
1 Joyce Parkes 
6 Dominic Leotti 
7 Eduardo Quintana 
7 Elaine Butler 
7 Melissa Rodriguez 
8 Teika Wellman 
10 Kenneth White 
12 Valerie Grant 
12 William Rolling 
18 David Cordon 
18 Pamela Rickabaugh 
19 Charles Appler 
23 Carl Moore 
24 Charleen Olliff 
25 Carol Simmons 
27 LaDonna Rue 
28 Jean Beale 

 

If you don’t see your anniversary or birthday 

listed then we don’t have your information. 
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FINANCE 
 

FINANCE 
 

The Finance Committee and Church Council approved the 2017 budget.  A basic breakdown is below. A copy 

of the full 2017 budget is available in the church office. 

 

Income: 

 From Pledges $205,316.00 

 Other regular giving $  47,804.00 

 Other income $  10,822.50 

Total income for 2017 $263,942.50 

 

Expenses: 

 Pastoral/Staff Support $170,617.53 

 Apportionments $  29,784.00 

 Program Ministries $    5,076.18 

 Trustees $   60,463.24 

 Admin & Office $   11,902.36 

Total expenses for 2017 $277,843.31 

 
 

EDUCATION 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASSES 
Classes start again January 11, 2017 

 

Join us in Fellowship Hall for a time of praise and prayer at 6:30 pm.  At 7 pm we have classes for everyone.   

 

Study Group  Location Leaders/Teachers 

Nursery (infant to 3 years old) Classrooms 1 & 6 Terry Panega & helpers 

 

Pre-K & Elementary  Classroom 2  Theresa Darpino & Charlene Golden 

      

Middle School  Classroom 4 Don MacKenzie & Jenny Santiago 

  

High School  Youth Room Jeanette & James Alvarado, Cheryl Marsh 

 

Adults  Chapel Bob Williams 

  

Adults Bible Study in Spanish Conference Room 2 Doris Rodriguez  & Luz Ibanez 

 

 

 
WOMENôS RETREATS 

We have received the information on the women’s retreats at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park, 

Florida.  The dates are January 20-22, February 10-12 and March 3-5.  Cost is $180 which includes your motel 

room, all meals and all activities.   This year’s theme is PEACE.  
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THRIVE LOCAL CHURCH LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

Saturday, February 18, 2017 from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

at Edgewater UMC – Port Charlotte 

Thrive is a training event for clergy, lay leadership, or anyone looking to serve more effectively in the local 

church. Some of the workshop topics:  

¶ Children and Youth 

¶ Connecting with Families 

¶ Finance 101 

¶ Fresh Expressions 

¶ Getting guests to come back & how to get them involved 

¶ Getting to Know Your Neighbor (MissionInsite training) 

¶ Growing Your Outreach on a Shoestring 

¶ How to do Local Evangelism 

¶ How to Get More Guests & What to do When They Show Up 

¶ Strong Teams, Strong Churches 

Pastors, bring your teams to be equipped and come for special workshops on building healthy teams. 

Free childcare available (but children must be registered in advance). 

Cost is $10 per person (scholarships available).   CUMC covers the cost for our church members who are on a 

church committee. Registration will be available on the conference website www.flumc.org on the calendar tab, 

click on Southwest and go to the appropriate date. 

 

IN THE CHURCH 
 

CHOIR 
Morning Star, our Christmas Cantata, was loved by all who attended.  A favorite number in this cantata was 

“This Little Light of Mine”.  We turned on our new battery, handheld candles and saw many smiles from the 

audience.  We hope many of you were able to attend this special advent service.  If not, watch for the date of 

our Easter Cantata in April 2017.  We will begin rehearsals in early February and invite anyone who loves to 

sing to join us.  

 Our weekly choir rehearsals are Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm in the choir room which is behind the 

sanctuary.  We would love to have you join us. Come share your musical talent with all of us as we lift our 

voices in praise to God. 

 May God Bless You, 

 Mary Porter 

 

CHURCH COMMITTEES 

Each month, this editor would like to highlight one of the committees in our church so you understand what 

they do.  I also encourage these committees to come up with a project for their month so people can come and 

meet you personally to learn more about your committee while helping you on a project.  Many committees 

have their own spaces that probably could use a spring cleaning and some organizing.  You may want to join a 

committee after reading what they do. 

 

This month we will highlight Church Council.  The Church Council is the main governing body of the 

congregation. The council's main responsibilities include setting policies, approving the budget, overseeing the 

ministries, and setting the direction for our ministry together. All administrative and program committees report 

http://www.flumc.org/
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to the council. Its members are made up by the committee chairpersons and members-at-large.  They meet the 

third Tuesday every other month and it is noted on the church calendar and in the Sunday bulletins.  

 

The 2017 leadership list is included in this issue so you know who to contact as you get to know each 

committee.  

 

The schedule for committee articles is: 

February Finance July Witness and Evangelism  

March Trustees August Hospitality 

April Staff Pastor Parish Relations September Worship 

May Stewardship October Education and Small Groups 

June Outreach and Missions November Scholarship and Care Team 

 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Our church will be 55 years old on January 7thΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 
October 15, 1961 in the Lehigh auditorium.  The church was officially chartered on January 
7thΣ мфснΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ннnd.  Watch the 
church bulletin, our facebook page and our website for more details. 
 
Our Worship Committee and Hospitality Team will need your help for the anniversary so 
watch for their announcements. 

 
 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 
 

FLORIDA UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME – CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Linda Rogers, our Children’s Home Representative, reported that you donated $1365 in gift cards for the 

children at the FL UM Children’s Home.  Thank you so much. 

 

ONE STARRY NIGHT  

What a success!  We had 80 people come through our village on Friday despite the much 

cooler weather and 148 came out on Saturday night.  Our crew of 36 church members were 

kept very busy both nights and could have used more help.  We ran very low on craft 

supplies, baskets and cookies.   

 

Since we have a hard time getting people to read the Christmas story at each of the locations or speaking 

loud enough to be heard above the traffic, it was suggested that we record the story for each section and add the 

appropriate sound effects.  For example, you would hear sheep in the background as a narrator tells the story of 

the shepherds in the field.  We need a group of people that would be interested in producing these narrative 

tracks.  Contact the church office if you want to know more. 

We will have our review meeting on Saturday, March 18 at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.  Those who 

participated need to write down what went well and what needs to be improved for One Starry Night 2017 

which will be on Friday, December 8 and Saturday, December 9.  We welcome new members, regular attendees 

and winter friends to join us to learn more about this community outreach. 

Due to the growth of this event, we need to divide the duties.  We will need a coordinator over the 

marketplace, one over crafts and one over the story area – 3 different people.  The coordinators will work with 

the volunteers in their area to make sure they have the needed furniture, backdrops, supplies, and other 

equipment prior to the opening of the event and keep checking throughout the evening. 
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FRESH EXPRESSIONS  

Fresh Expressions is being an influence in the community on a regular basis – daily, weekly or monthly. 

The goal is NOT to get people to join our church but to build a self sustaining community where the need is 

located.  People may join anyway after receiving God’s love through us. 

The need is finding us!  Lehigh Community Services holds English Literacy classes but they have 

outgrown their space.  They asked if their classes could be held here at CUMC and we said YES.  Starting this 

month, three of our classrooms will be used to help our neighbors learn English.  There will be 1 to 4 morning 

classes Monday to Friday and 1 afternoon class 4 days a week.  

Kiwanis expressed their heartfelt thanks for letting them use the Fellowship Hall to hold a Christmas 

party for special needs students.  Three schools were represented with 87 students, their teachers and helpers.  

Some of the bus drivers even donated their time to provide the needed transportation.  Many of our church 

members helped the Kiwanis members serve lunch and clean up afterwards.  You made these students feel extra 

special and loved.  Kiwanis will continue this event since it was so successful.  They plan to transition to 

holding it around Valentine’s Day since Christmas is a very busy season for everyone. 

 

LITERACY BUDDIES 

Your next book and letter are due February 1.  There are extra books in the church office that are being donated 

to the teachers.  If you are going to one of the schools, please stop by and take some of these books with you. 

 

WOMEN IN THE WINDOW INTERNATIONAL 

The Women in the Window team completed their Leadership training in late November in the Middle East. 

Thirty women from five different countries in North Africa and The Middle East attended the training. They 

were enthusiastic to learn more about God’s Word and how to apply principles of Leadership in each of their 

ministries.  Marilyn Farag from our congregation attended this training. 

 

Please pray that God will enable WiW to accomplish all of His will for the women they serve in the 10/40 

window and beyond in 2017. His will = nothing more, nothing less, and nothing else! 

 

ALUMINUM POP TOP TABS 
Please collect the pop top tabs from soda cans and when you have filled up a plastic Ziploc bag 

bring the bag to church.  Containers are also located throughout the church.  They will be passed 

on to the Kiwanis Club which collects them for the Ronald McDonald House.     

 

 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Plastic containers are located throughout the church to collect these coupons which will 

be donated to local schools.  They receive cash that they use for supplies and equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 The Good News is published monthly by Christ United Methodist Church, Lehigh Acres, Florida. 
It is emailed to those who have provided an email address and it is available on the church’s website. 

Printed copies are available at each church service and in the church office. 

Deadline for articles or ad submission is the 15
th
 of the month for the next month’s newsletter. All articles are subject 

to editing. Send your information to admin@christumclehigh.org or drop it off at the church office. 

mailto:admin@christumclehigh.org
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TRUSTEES 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT CAMPAIGN 

We have 2 urgent needs: 

1. Sanctuary air conditioner. It is not your imagination that the sanctuary is warmer than usual. Both A/C units 

need to be replaced at a cost of $28,200. 

 

2. The grass looks a little brown because the irrigation pump quit working.  The cost is $800 to replace it. 

 

We have listed in the past newsletters the items that need repairs, cleaning or replacing. The Finance Committee 

is working with the Trustees to develop a Capital Fund Campaign.  Capital Campaign Cards were handed out in 

church for pledges for 2017 to build up our fund for the needed improvements around the church.  Cards are 

available in the church office or from an usher on Sunday mornings.  The Trustees can’t work on a project until 

it is fully funded. 

 

Please let a Trustee know about a problem you find so it can be repaired right away. You can leave a message 

for them by emailing or calling the church office, dropping a note off in their mail slot in the church office, or 

noting it on your attendance card Sunday mornings. We would rather use your pledge toward Trustee projects 

rather than paying higher utility bills because a toilet kept running, someone forgot to turn off the lights when 

leaving a room or changed a thermostat without returning it to its preset program. 

 
IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

LEHIGH CONCERT BAND 

Enjoy an afternoon of free music at Faith Lutheran Church.  Each concert has a different theme. The concerts 

are at 3:00 pm and the dates are January 15, February 19 and March 19.  Donations of non-perishable food for 

Lehigh Community Services are appreciated.   

 

The Lehigh Concert Band will be celebrating 38 years of providing music to our community. They have 

recordings of past concerts on their website www.lehighconcertband.org.  You can also find their schedule of 

concerts, more information about the band and information on scholarships for music majors. 

 

 
FLORIDA CONFERENCE AND DISTRICT NEWS 

 

Do you need a vacation?  Funds a bit tight?  Consider a vacation at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland 

Park, Florida.  For the full list of dates for upcoming events and scholarship forms to help with the cost, go to 

their website www.LECFamily.org. Cost includes private room(s) with private bath, linens, meals, program and 

T-shirt.  

 

Here are the programs coming up: 

 

Dad and Me Weekend April 21-23, 2017 - $100 per dad and $80 per child (ages 5-12) 

 

Grandparents and Me June 19-22, 2017 or July 10-13, 2017 - $165 per grandparent and $135 per grandchild.   
 

Family Camp July 7-9 or July 14-16 - $155 per adult (18+), $130 per child (5-17) and $30 for children (1-4) 

 

Mom and Me Weekend September 15-17, 2017 - $100 per mom and $80 per child (ages 5-12) 

 

http://www.lehighconcertband.org/
http://www.lecfamily.org/
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Contact the church office about placing an ad in this newsletter.   

Business card size ads are $2.00 a month. 


